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Jully Black adds spirit to Halifax Martin Luther King Jr. tribute
STEPHEN COOKE THE CHRONICLE HERALD
Published January 11, 2018 - 6:11pm

R&B performer Jully Black joins the Nova Scotia Mass Choir for its annual Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. tribute concert on Saturday at the
Rebecca Cohn Auditorium. (CONTRIBUTED)

Jully Black started 2018 with a period of reflection and battery recharging in Spain. She was
there at the invitation of her friend, star soprano Measha Brueggergosman, who’s performing at
Madrid’s Teatro Real, but this week the Toronto R&B queen dives back into Canadian winter in
earnest with a welcome appearance with the Nova Scotia Mass Choir in Halifax on Saturday.
“This trip is more vacation than work, but nothing’s really work to me anymore,” says Black on a
trans-Atlantic call. “You can get fired from work, and I’m in this forever. A career is what you’re paid
for, a calling is what you’re made for.”
The Seven Day Fool singer has just enough time to fly home, swap out her luggage and head back
east to join the choir at the Rebecca Cohn Auditorium for its annual The Dream Continues tribute to
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. It’s familiar territory for Black on two counts: She’s taken the civil rights
icon’s words to heart in her newest role as an inspirational speaker, and performing with the choir is
a powerful flashback to singing in church every Sunday growing up in Toronto.
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If you go back through her catalogue, Black says it’s not hard to tell that spiritual music is a common
thread through everything she’s done, even if it doesn’t seem readily apparent.
“If more people looked at the definition of the word ‘gospel,’ they’d realize that Korn does gospel,
Celine does gospel and Bob Marley does gospel, because it means the good news,” she explains.
“That’s it, it’s the good news. So if you’re spreading the good news, then you’re singing gospel
music, but the music business had to create that division and that category.
“I’ve decided that all of my music has that message, even if I’m singing about the worst heartbreak
ever on Earth, there’s a lesson in there, in every song I’ve ever written. My song Sweat of Your
Brow is right out of the book of Genesis, but no one knew.”
Although she was born a decade after King was felled by an assassin’s bullet in Memphis 50 years
ago, his words resonated with Black at an early age and blended with her late mother’s own words
of encouragement. She recalls first learning about him in church, before hearing his history in
school or through the media.
“His message of faith, and the importance of the content of your character, I was aware of that as a
very young girl and I was able to understand that spiritually,” she says.
“I had this idea that we all walk around in earth suits, but there’s a spirit that lives inside of us. That
was a gift at six years old because I was able to identify that there was something in me, and when I
do this it touches those that are looking at me and hearing me.”
What amazes Black all these years later is how King’s message still resonates, and how it was able
to spread worldwide in an age before social media superficiality. Everyone remembers “I have a
dream” but what Black hopes events like The Dream Continues concert drive home is that he also
had a plan that continues to be reflected in movements for social progress.
“He didn’t do what he did to be famous, he didn’t do what he did for anything but change,” she says.
“It was a purpose, it was something he knew that he had to do, and it did cost him his life, but he
knew he was called and chosen to do that.
“And he was educated. That’s what I also respect about Dr. King. He wasn’t a black man screaming
at the top of his lungs, he was educated and he was invited into the upper rooms because people
from all nations wanted to know what he knew. I’m excited to take that baton, because there’s a
generation of young people focusing on likes and follows and (they) have this empty shell inside of
their souls.”
For Black, taking that baton means getting involved in motivational events and organizations for
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women from all over like From SheRo to SheEO and Empowered in My Skin, designed to
encourage participants to take leadership roles in all parts of life.
“Empowered in My Skin came out of sheer necessity,” she says of the organization she started with
bodybuilder Nkechi Nwafor-Robinson. “It started off as 20 women in a small group, without looking
for praise or any sort of validation that this was what Jully was doing or that it was some new
platform.
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and ‘thou shalt not.’ We’re not pushing that down your throat.”

Local talent featured at Welcome Weekend at new
convention centre

Report a Typo or Error
Brothers dig up ‘scary stuff’ on The Curse of Oak
Island

http://thechronicleherald.ca/artslife/1535936-jully-black-adds-spirit-to-halifax-martin-luther-king-jr.-tribute[2018-01-12 5:51:09 PM]

Jully Black adds spirit to Halifax Martin Luther King Jr. tribute | The Chronicle Herald

Body Worlds RX brings cadaver art to Halifax for the
first time
Pictou’s deCoste Centre hosting global talent
Astrological Forecast

News

Opinions

Multimedia

Newspaper

Advertising

Useful Information

Home
Metro

Editorials
Columnists

Videos

Today's E-Paper
Classifieds

Herald Media Kit
Ad Specs

Herald Shop
Mobile Apps

Nova Scotia
Canada

News Columns
Business Columns

Local Businesses
Pay Your Account

Weekly Flyers
N.S. Highway Cams

World
Business

Sports Columns
Lifestyles Columns

Clients

Horoscope
TV Listings

Sports
Lifestyles
Travel
Books
Movies
The Nova Scotian

Editorial Cartoon

Circulation
Herald in Education
Program
Become a Chronicle
Herald Retailer

Community
Community News

Cream Careers
Careers

Subscribe
Business Insider Signup

Wheels
Announcements
Obituaries
Births
Cards
In Memoriam
Milestones
Contact us to place an
Announcement

Wheels
Search
Sell Your Vehicle
Dealers
Wheels News
Wheels Video

About the Herald
About Us
Contact Us
Career Opportunities
F.A.Q
Library Services
Privacy Policy
Terms of Use

Follow us on



Print Upload
Real Estate Portal
Ad Specs







http://thechronicleherald.ca/artslife/1535936-jully-black-adds-spirit-to-halifax-martin-luther-king-jr.-tribute[2018-01-12 5:51:09 PM]

Fun & Games
Crossword
Sudoku
Contests

Herald Archive
Copyright
Headline Promotions
Manage your Account

